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IX.—On a rare Species of Lorikeet in the Rothschild 
Collection. By T. Satvapor1, C.M.Z.S, 


(Plate IIL) 


One of the most obscure and less-known Lorikeets is, no 
doubt, Loriculus bonapartei. 

It was described by De Souancé in the ‘ Revue et Magasin 
de Zoologie” for 1856, p. 222, as having been obtained from 
the Sooloo Islands; he says that the type-specimens had 
been collected during the “Voyage au Pôle Sud,” but that 
Hombron and Jacquinot had omitted to mention them in 
their account of the birds collected during that celebrated 
expedition, probably having mistaken them for some other 
well-known species. 

De Souancé’s description of L. bonapartei runs as follows : — 
“Vert; tout le dessus de la tête rouge écarlate sur le front, 
passant à l’orangé sur locciput ; croupion rouge; chez le 
mâle, une tache rouge allongée, comme chez le L. philippensis, 
couvre une grande partie de la poitrine ; chez la femelle, ce 
plastron n’existe pas, mais elle a les lorums et les joues bleus ; 
le bec très-allongé, mais noir. Cet oiseau, ainsi qu’on peut le 
voir, a le rouge de la tête disposé comme chez le L. indicus ; 
par la tache rouge de la poitrine du mâle et la coloration 
bleue des lorums et des joues de la femelle, il ressemble à le 
L. philippensis, mais il s'éloigne de ces deux espèces par son 
bec noir.” 

Dr. Finsch, in his work ‘ Die Papageien,’ vol. ii. p. 708, 
only refers to what De Souancé wrote of the present species, 
as he never had the opportunity of secing a specimen; also 
Dr. Reichenow, in his very useful ““ Conspectus Psittacorum,” 
published in the ‘Journal fiir Ornithologie’ for 1881, does 
not add anything new to what had been already written on 
the subject. 

This was all we knew about this species when, during the 
Expedition of the ‘ Marchesa’ in 1888, five specimens of the 
Sooloo Lorikeet were collected ; these have been studied by 
Dr. Guillemard, who, in the ‘ Proceedings of the Zoological 
Socicty of London’ for 1885, p. 252, properly named them 
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L. bonapartei, but wrongly attributed to the same species 
the bird from the Philippines, which had been described by 
Finsch under the name of Coryllis hartlaubi, and which I 
now identify with L. apicalis, Souancé. 

Dr. Guillemard’s identification of L. hartlaubi with L. bona- 
partei was a very startling one, especially as the bird from 
the Sooloo Islands had been described by De Souancé as 
having a black bill, and the bird from the Philippines is well 
known to have the bill red! But Dr. Guillemard has the 
following remarks about the bill of the Sooloo birds :— It 
is worthy of note that in the five Sulu birds under consider- 
ation the colour of the beak is different in nearly every case. 
In two birds it is noted as ‘red,’ while in the remaining 
three it is ‘ brown-black,’ ‘ brownish,’ and ‘ very dark yellow.’ 
Yet no one bird appears more adult than another. It is 
curious that in all the Sulu birds the beaks in the dried 
skins are black.” 

These statements appear to me to be very strange, as in no 
other species of Loriculus which has the bill red when alive 
does it turn black after death, except in the case of young 
Parrots, the bills of which get a brownish tinge, as often 
happens also with other birds; neither do I know of any 
species with the bill d/ack'in dried skins, in which it was 
red, or any other colour, when alive. 

Wishing to make the Sooloo birds out clearly, I obtained 
from the Hon. Walter Rothschild, to whom I have to return 
my best thanks, four out of the five specimens collected 
during the ‘ Marchesa’ Expedition ; the missing one is that 
which Dr. Guillemard mentions as having the bill “ very 
dark yellow.” 

As a matter of fact, all the four specimens examined by 
me have the bill entirely horny black, and it appears as if 
it could not have been any other colour when the birds were 
alive. I am quite at a loss to explain how it is that two of 
them are noted on the label as having a red bill! Is that 
a mistake, or do the labels of the two birds belong to some 
other specimens, and have they been attached to the two 
Lorikeets by accident? I also notice that these two birds, 
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which were obtained by Mr. Powell, a companion of 
Dr. Guillemard’s, have on their labels the total length given 
as 165 millimetres, while I find that they do not measure 
more than 150 millimetres. From this it would appear that 
my supposition of the labels having been wrongly attached 
is not improbable. That the Sooloo bird has a black bill 
when alive I have been assured by Mr. Everett, who had 
seen a living cage-bird, brought over to the Philippines while 
he was staying there. 

After all this, and in the face of such conflicting evidence, 
I must stick to the facts that the bill of the specimens de- 
scribed by De Souancé was black, that it is black in each 
of the four specimens examined by me, and black it is stated 
to be by Mr. Everett in the living bird*. 

The Sooloo bird can be distinguished from the Philippine 
Loriculus apicalis not only by the black bill, but also by 
another character, and a very conspicuous one: the Sooloo 
bird has the tail above dark green, with no blue tinge what- 
ever towards the tips of the feathers, while in L. hartlaubi, 
or more correctly L. apicalis, the tail-feathers always show 
some traces of blue towards their tips. Also the red gular 
patch is a little different in the two birds, being darker in 
the Sooloo bird than in the other. 

The accompanying figures will make the bird under con- 
sideration easily recognizable. I add the synonymy, a Latin 
diagnosis, and a full description of 


LoricuLus BONAPARTEI. (Plate III.) 


Loriculus bonapartei, Souancé, Rev. et Mag. de Zool. 1856, 
p 222; G. R: Gr. Dist Psitt. Brit. Mus. p. 96 (10; 


* Since this paper was written, I have received from the Hon. Walter 
Rothschild three additional specimens of L. bonapartei, one male and 
two females ; these specimens were collected by Dr. Platen in the Sooloo 
Islands, but are not mentioned in the recent article on the birds col- 
lected in those islands by Dr. Platen, published in the ‘ Journal fiir 
Ornithologie,’ 1890, pp. 137-144. In these birds the bill is black, and it 
is described as ‘schwarz’ on the labels by Dr. Platen. I think that 
this fact shows conclusively that some mistake happened when two of 
Guillemard’s specimens were labelled as having a red bill. 
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Wall. P. Z. S. 1864, pp. 288, 294; Gieb. Thes. Orn. ii. p. 497 

(1875) ; Meyer, Rowl. Orn. Misc. ii. p. 232, no. 5 (1877) ; 

Pmeedd. P. Z. S. 1877, p. 820; id. Om. Wonks, p. 546 

(1881) ; Guillem. P. Z. S. 1885, p. 252 (part.). 

Licmetulus bonapartii, Bp. Naumamnia, 1856, Consp. Psitt. 

no. 253; G. R. Gr. Hand-list, ü. p. 152, no. 8183 (1810). 

Coryllis bonapartei, Finsch, Die Papag. ii. p. 703 (1868) ; 

Rehnw. Journ. f. Orn. 1881, p. 321 (Consp. Psitt. p. 119) ; 

id. Vogelbild. Nachtr. 54 (1883). 

Loriculus L. apicali, Souancé, simillimus, sed rostro nigro, 
cauda superne saturate viridi, minime apicem versus 
cæruleo tincta, et colore rubro gulæ paullo saturatiore, 
facile distinguendus. 


Adult male. Green; underparts a little lighter; head above 
red, scarlet on the forehead, shading off into a rich orange 
on the occiput and nape ; rump and upper tail-coverts scarlet ; 
a large patch on the throat also red ; outer webs of the pri- 
maries and tail-feathers above dark green, the latter tipped 
with lighter green; quills underneath on the inner webs and 
tail-feathers underneath verditer-blue ; bill horny black ; 
feet in the dried skins dusky, nearly black. Total length 
about 6 inches, wing 3'7, tail 1:95, bill 0°6, tarsus 0°42. 

Female. No gular red patch, lores and cheeks blue. 

I may conclude with the remark that although this bird, 
on account-of the colour of its bill, belongs to the section of 
the black-billed Loriculi, still its affinities seem to be with 
the red-billed Loriculi, having, like these, a rather long bill, 
and the exact style of plumage of the red-billed L. apicalis. 
The blue cheeks of the female also betray its real affinities 
with L. apicalis and the other Philippine species, 
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